
           

As a student away from home for the first time, it can be hard to find your way.  
“When I landed (on campus), I had no resources, no idea how research should 
look at all,” Ross Mattheis ’18 says. “Half of the time it was just me beating my 
head against a wall, by which I mean I had lots of enthusiasm and no knowledge.”  
In fact, many students share this struggle — but it doesn’t have to be that way. 
That’s where the new Center for Connected Learning at Moffitt Library 
comes in.

• An undergraduate fellowship program that challenges  
 young scholars to grow as researchers, creators, and  
 mentors to their peers. “We want to bring in students who  
 say, ‘I’m an English major, but I also know how to code, and  

I know how to write stories in (virtual 
reality) that really touch people,’” 
says Alicia Auduong ’19, a former 
fellow. Last spring, the fellows  
taught a student-led class called 
“Intro to Making.”

 
• A partnership with Berkeley’s Disabled Students’  
 Program. Hari Srinivasan ’19, who has nonverbal autism  
 and has trouble focusing in new spaces, took many exams  
 in Moffitt, a familiar place. “Each place has a different 

Located in the heart of campus, the Center  
for Connected Learning is a new vision that will 
transform all five floors of Moffitt into a single 
cohesive space that redefines how a library can 
serve the next generation of leaders. Designed 
for undergraduates, by undergraduates, the 
library puts students of all backgrounds at the 
center of the learning process as they connect 
with information, technology, and people.

Since Moffitt’s fourth and fifth floors were 
renovated in 2016, the library has been  
buzzing with activity. Students compete for 
coveted seats and study spaces, and a range  
of innovative pilot programs have sprung  
up, including:
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HOW YOU CAN LIGHT THE WAY

$2 million
NAME AN ACTIVE LEARNING CLASSROOM
Create a space for active learning, which engages students through  
problem-solving, discussion, and debate. Fund one classroom for $2 million  
or Berkeley’s largest active learning classroom for $10 million.

$750,000
NAME A LEARNING STUDIO
Provide a studio where students will expand their information literacy skills, 
collaborate across disciplines, and participate in — and lead — classes  
and workshops.

$250,000 
ESTABLISH A NAMED ENDOWMENT
Support undergraduates as they design and lead the activities they believe are  
vital to their education.

1.7 million visits  
to Moffitt Library  
last year

140,000 square feet 

25 percent 
reduction in  
energy usage with 
the renovation

3,200 seats across 
five floors — double 
the current seat count

Open 24 hours a day
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 feel to it — tiny nuances that we  
 pick up on,” Srinivasan says during  
 an interview via text-to-speech software. 

“During an exam,  
I want to be  
able to focus more  
on the exam and 
less on dealing  
with unknown  
sensory input.”

• A cutting-edge makerspace    
 where student clubs can tackle global   
 problems through engineering and design.  
 Students from Robotics@Berkeley  
 created a rover that can detect the  
 human voice and follow the sound to its  
 source to save people who are missing   
 during a disaster, such as an earthquake.   
 “People are interested in doing cool  
 projects, where they build stuff and it   
 moves and can solve problems,”  
 club co-founder Joshua Price ’18 says.  
 “But you can’t do it on your 0wn —  
 you need a community.”

Redesigning Moffitt’s lower three  
floors to enable programs like these 
is a top priority of Light the Way: 
The Campaign for Berkeley. Once 
complete, the Center for Connected 
Learning will create a seamless space 
for learning, discovery, and well-being. 

“For a change, this is not a structure  
built to house a department or 
function,” Bob Haas ’64 says. “It 
is a facility built to serve an idea: 
a transformational vision of the 
purpose and potential of the library 
as a place of gathering, instruction, 
access to resources, and self-
enhancement. … There is nothing like 
it at Berkeley today.”

Key features include:

• 21st-century learning spaces —  
 A world away from the blackboard- 
 and-desk classrooms of yesterday, 
 the library’s new spaces, including  
 learning studios and Berkeley’s   

 largest active learning classroom,  
 will put collaboration at the center  
 of the learning process. 
  
• Tools to create and explore —   
 Students will work on projects   
 across disciplines — including the  
 growing fields of data science 
 and digital humanities — in a digital  
 scholarship suite, or experiment   
 with media production, virtual   
 reality, robotics, and 3-D printing   
 in state-of-the-art studios.

• Opportunities to expand and   
 share knowledge — Students  
 will connect with Berkeley’s rich 
 collections through a new portal 
 to the vast underground Gardner 
 Main Stacks. They can access peer-
 to-peer and professional support in 
 a skylit consultation courtyard.


